Sudden Death. By A. B. Granville, M.D., F.B.S., M.R.C.P. Lond., &c., &c.? London, 1854. 8vo. pp. 286. Although this work is intended as much for the public as for the profession, its contents are in many respects such as to merit the attentive regard of the latter. Moreover, where it addresses itself to the former, our jealousy of popular semi-medical writings does not find grounds for objection so much in the topics as in the manner in which they are handled.
The subject being such as does most seriously touch the dearest interests of all persons, medical or non-medical, the proverb, homo sum nihil humanum alienum a me puto, may be allowed to lay its weight in the popular scale, when we carefully balance the wisdom or the folly of addressing the non-professional public upon professional matters.
In laying the contents of this essay before our readers, we shall follow the author's division of his subject, which he introduces by a few preliminary observations upon the necessity that he conceives to That the crime of infanticide has greatly increased of late years, the records of coroners' courts, assizes, and criminal courts only too amply testify. We have ourselves endeavoured to learn, from the records of the metropolitan police-courts, the exact amount of increase in this crime; owing, however, to absence of a classification of this from allied offences, we have not succeeded.
Much of the increase in question may doubtless be traced to the absurd and unscientific state of our law of infanticide, which requires proof of the commission of the ci-ime after entire birth and separation of the infant from its mother. Under these conditions, it is ?well known to coroners that cases in which all evidence brings home the perpetration of the crime to the real culprit will, nevertheless, in the criminal courts, obtain acquittal. Hence often the indefinite character of the verdicts of coroners' juries. The causes assigned for infantile death are, we agree with Dr. Granville, often ridiculously insufficient. Lastly, That circumstances attending the sudden deaths of infants are brought to light which demand further investigation."
